
bookhub 
Picture book 
award
2025 winner

“A deceptively simple and 
beautifully produced board 
book, Titiro Look is an 
absorbing exploration of 
reo Māori and reo Pākehā 
that invites the reader to 
interact, ask questions, 
point, talk and learn. The 
vivid colour palette and 
bold, uncluttered images 
are perfect for pēpē.”

WRIGHT FAMILY 
FOUNDATION
ESTHER GLEN 
AWARD FOR 
JUNIOR FICTION
2025 winner

“Detective Beans and the 
Case of the Missing Hat is 
a delightful feline-fuelled 
mystery. The graphic novel 
format is expertly used 
to capture the character 
expressions, tone, and 
movement of the narrative. 
An all-ages book that 
is both fun and funny, 
with humour that hits on 
multiple levels.”



young adult 
FICTION award
2025 winner

“The Paradise Generation 
is an extraordinary novel 
that balances both heart-
pounding tension and 
emotional depth. Rangatahi 
lead the charge throughout, 
challenging norms and 
breaking rules to right 
wrongs. They are – as in life – 
bold, heart-led, and capable 
of shaping society.” 

elsie locke 
award for  
non-fiction
2025 winner

“The Treaty of Waitangi is 
a must-read condensing 
of an extraordinarily 
complex subject, now made 
accessible to young people. 
A deeply important book 
at a crucial time, it will give 
young people the courage 
to explore this part of our 
history and identity.”



russell clark 
award for 
illustration
2025 winner

“Hineraukatauri me 
Te Ara Pūoro tells the 
pūrākau of the becoming 
of Hineraukatauri, from 
chrysalis to atua of taonga 
pūoro – and Rehua 
Wilson’s illustrations 
embody the kaupapa 
with a breath-taking 
synaesthetic skill that 
seems quite magical.”

WRIGHT FAMILY 
FOUNDATION  
TE KURA  
POUNAMU AWARD
FOR A BOOK ORIGINALLY 
WRITTEN IN TE REO MĀORI
2025 winner

“In Hineraukatauri me 
Te Ara Pūoro, the kupu 
take the form of a chant. 
This is a book meant to 
be read aloud – it is the 
poetry intrinsic to te reo 
Māori, composed by 
Elizabeth Gray, that allows 
us to fully inhabit the 
kaupapa.” 



WRIGHT FAMILY 
FOUNDATION  
TE KURA  
POUNAMU AWARD
FOR A BOOK translated 
into TE REO MĀORI
2025 winner

“In A Ariā me te Atua o 
te Kūmara Witi Ihimaera 
brings pūrākau to life. 
Translated by Hēni Jacob, 
the smoothly flowing 
reo and captivating 
illustrations draw tamariki 
in so they are travelling 
alongside Ariā on her 
quest to save the world’s 
dying kūmara crops.” 

nzsa best 
first book 
award
2025 winner

“Rich, atmospheric prose 
propels this beautifully-
inked fantasy quest set 
in a medieval realm. The 
Raven’s Eye Runaways 
is the work of a writer 
who wields her words 
with exquisite care and 
understands the power of 
great storytelling.”



MARGARET MAHY
BOOK OF
THE YEAR
2025 supreme 
WINNER

“The Treaty of Waitangi 
is a miracle of concision 
without sacrificing 
complexity. At a time 
when the relevance 
of te Tiriti is being 
questioned, Ross Calman 
makes the case to young 
readers for its enduring 
power as this country’s 
founding document with 
refreshing integrity.” 


